Nae 


AA _ اک‎ 
Ted 


ie at‏ بذ 
Pl >‏ 


Jain Education International For Private & Personal-Use Only www jainelibrary.org 


NS YI INټ‎ غW™W™W™W™WMWM›M›‎ 


| ARYA STHULABHADRA 


Part-1 


Arya Sthulabhadra, the eighth head of the order in Bhagavan Mahavir's lineage, was 
famous as a great yogi. He was the last Srutakevali (having knowledge of all Angas or the sermon 


- of Bhagavan Mahavir) and Dash-Purvadhar (having knowledge of only ten Purvas or the subtle Jain | 


canons). 
According to Jain history, after the death of Udayi, the son of Ajatashatru, the Nand dynasty 


ascended the throne of Magadha. Nand dynasty appointed a scholarly Brahmin Kalpaka as the $ 


prime-minister. During the reign of Ghananand, the ninth ruler of this clan, the prime-minister was 
Shakadal, also ninth in the lineage of Kalpakas. Shakadal was a great scholar, shrewd 
politician, educationist, and an astute economist. 

Arya Sthulabhadra was born in the house of Shakadal in the year 411 B. C. He had one brother 
named Shriyak and seven sisters. 


Sthulabhadra was a valourous and highly talented brave warrior. Besides being an Adonis he | 


was an archer of high caliber and a great Vina (Sitar-like instrument) player. In spite of his youth, 
beauty, wealth, grandeur, accomplishments, and state honours he was a-highly detached person. 
He once happened to attend the dance performance of Rupakosha, the famous courtesan. The 
proficiency in arts, divine beauty, and absolute devotion of Rupakosha ensnared even a detached 
person like Sthulabhadra in the trap of love. For twelve long years he remained away from home in 
the mansion of Rupakosha. He returned home only when the shocking news of his father's demise 
awakened him to his family duties. 

Rupakosha was a top ranking dancer with state honours. Besides being a great artist she was 
also an astute and prudent woman. It is said that with rewards from king Nand she built a unique 
studio. Bewitching paintings on themes like dance, music, and erotica were displayed there. After 
his ascetic-initiation, Arya Sthulabhadra spent his first monsoon-stay in this studio. (the story is 
included in the second part of this two part comic) 
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ARYA Pataliputra, the beautiful capital of Magadha on the banks 

of the Ganges, had huge palaces, large mansions, and 

STHULABHADRA many grand Jain and Shiva temples. Ghananand the ninth 
king of the Nand dynast y ruled there. Shakadal was the prime- -minister 


M AR ا‎ 


oy ^‏ بج 472+ 3د 
ل 


Ja im im Y 


EE EL — xp | 


any nM T 
Tal oe DORIA i STI TM MUCH Ugly y d poit 
CI i 110 0 Pat 3 
: mmi 6000 mr 1 qu. 


IPI PT PITT PFI 


Alright, come 
along you two. 
3 This is the family 
to go with you to |-À tradition of the 
see the king. P 
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In th mbly, Shakadal greeted the king. His ing asked Priyankara to come near and 
2 d olov his gis EEN brushed his hair. Looking at his sweet chubby 


body the king 
l, Priyankara, lam 


NÉ 
son of prime- W Shriyankara. 
minister Shakadal of Please accept my 
Kalpaka clan, offer >, greetings too. L 
my respectful — 


greetings. 


How sweet ! 
Beautiful and well 
mannered kids. 


Yes, that is 
why at home 
veryone calls hi 


e m *7 
7 


Should | à 


(bhadra). Isn't also call you 


it minister ! 


2 


After this the king send the kids home with 
plenty of gifts. 
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After Shriyankara came seven daughters to | |When Sthulabhadra was eight years, Shakadal 
Shakadal and his wife Lakshmidevi. There names | |told his wife— 
were—Yaksha, Yakshadinna, Bhuta, Bhutadinna, We should send 
Sena, Vena, and Rena. , Sthulabhadra to the 
gurukul (residental 
school) of Takshashila 
for his education. Many, 
princes study 


him should get a 
teacher like 
Brihaspati, the 
guru of gods, 


there. / 
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On an auspicious day Sthulabhadra was / [ 
sent to Takshashila. There he met a sharp P. mother, | had this tooth 
and witty Brahmin youth. Sthulabhadra Tell me, what V3 Since my birth. When a 


asked him— Nirgranth Shraman* 
f Wes enis saw this tooth he told 


my mother that this 
child will rule a 


gu JW lam son of Brahmin 3 
Friend! "WW Chani of Chanakapur in 
Where do you | Gollabha state. My mother's 
come from ? name is Chanakeshvari. 
My name is Vishnugupta 
but people call me y 
"m. Chanakya. 
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# A Jain ascetic. 
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This means you WW But mother did | l7 She says that. 
are very lucky. not like this. a Brahmin should bea - 
: e. spiritualist. A king ends up in 
^ 1 hell. And therefore, she took 
7 p 


yay of this tooth. 
n 11 
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Yes, that's what I Sthulabhadra and Chanakya became 5 
: friends. They both were very intelligent an 
feel. We should study. als ted e ji S 9 


Knowledge makes a 
man great. 


going to hell. Moreover, 
|| why we Brahmins have tog 


After completing studies Chanakya also came to Pataliputra. Sthulabhadra introduced him 
to his father— 


Father, this is my 
friend Vishnugupta 
Chanakya. 


1 ْ 4 ! N 4 3 ~ 
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4l = | 2 ram | N Y 
i Shakadal loved him like his son. Chanakya stayed in the house for a few 


days. In the evening they both sat with Shakadal and studied politics, 
IN religion; etc. 
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One moonlit night the two friends were roaming around the city. Seeing a grand mansion within a 


beautiful garden, lgbhadra asked— — «we 
What a pity ! T 
7 Friend, who How strange of you! 


laneo UR 66 | You live in the city and xem 
many chariots and Mare still unaware of its o. 
its and beauty (II 4 


y 


Ü Up. 


y 
n Y) 


horses stand 
outside ? 


Friend, | find bliss only 
3 in my solitude. The source 

\ of my joy comes from 
within. 


My friend, | have = 
no interest in 


Oh yes ! You like 
only your vina and 
the Ashoka-garden. 
You indeed love 
solitude. 


are a step ahead of 


: the mother. 
woke 


Rupakosha 
dances it appears 
that Amrapali has 
\ come to life. 


ASIE. ےو ی‎ 
eg" 


TM أت‎ era. 


SV Why not. This ^, 
f j/ place belongs to 
= pan E: royal courtesan 


Sunanda. It is the 


that ! But you posu 
as if you know due day festival of 
Sharad Purnima.* 


7 — à 
everything Her daughters, 
J Rupakosha and 
e Chitralekha, are the 


best dancers in 
Magadh. These 


Sthulabhadra looks dumbly— | 


Friend, what are Friend you are 
these townfolks like a frog ina pond. 
talking about ? | You know nothing of 


the wonders the city 
of Pataliputra has ? 


concerned with 


EE 
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alli. عاد‎ Acia disinterest)— Brother, 
attachment and 


hatred cause misery. 
Only a detached 
person is happy. 


So it was a 
big festival & dancers ? 
| am least: zoncerned| Ps 
with dancing and. E, 
jumping. 


very detached, 


9 Even in the 
prime of his youth 
he neither has 

experience of nor 4 
interest in anything 
mundane. How glum 
he is ! Even being 
youthful, he is not 
attracted towards 


They oae Reda 
went to bed. dia ped 


# Full-moon night of Ashvin month in winter. 6 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 
Next morning Chanakya got up early and did his i y 


Did you go to 
ALTES Ei M i the winter festival ? 
Long live my son. How is still sleeping. People say that 
came you are alone We returned late Rupakosha gave 
2-7 last night a splendid dance 
| ET : performance 
yesterday. 


How could | ? 
With me was that 
detached friend of 3 
mine. He has no Y 2 Come here, 
interest in dance TS اوعد"‎ | son. | need your 
or beauty. £ NN ` HAN advise on 


Sthulabhadra is : That is what You are a 
eighteen years now. He But | don't understand worries me. If he father as well as 
is intelligent and religious. | | what he is made up of, continues to shy a teacher. Guide 

But in the matters of a word about women away from women me what 
the world he is still 4 and he is filled with how will Hé bring 
a child. aversion. up a family + 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 7 


Son, contact E | have an idea. || [Chanakya laughed- —— E 

| with woman is . 13 Why not keep him with 

necessary to win Rupakosha for a few days. Father, you are right. 

over the fear of She is accomplished in | Use a thorn to remove thorn. 
ethics, arts, and \ 

Witty as well. 


But sometimes a thorn 
hurts also. 


; | | After deliberating for some time the tw 
v A returned home. 


Is it! You know herN 
well. Have you 
seen her ? 

Ya 


While taking breakfast with Sthulabhadra, Chanakya said 


- Priyankara, last night the 
dance performance was not by 
some ordinary dancer. What to 
say of Magadh, she has no 
match in whole of eastern 
India. Her name is v 


Fd pakosha. | — 


—HÓÁÀ 


y Scholars do not 
/, see with the eye of 
flesh. They see with the 
mind's eye. Rupakosha is 
an expert of 18 kinds of 
جيرا‎ dances and 7 kinds of 

2| music. She also knows 
languages and arts of 
many countries. These 
days she is learning the 

2^ Suchika dance. 
VM 


Only Amrapali could 
perform.this dance. 
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Rupakosha is her 
descendant only. Her dance is 
spellbinding. Today she gives 

her inaugural performance 
of Suchika dance. 


-— Would you 
[XC not present the 
performance of 


Dear friend, art 


eee ner joy not A ; 3 l performance for sure. 
for show. ۱ > 


Be ready. 


At night Chanakya came to the studio with Sthulabhadra and took the front seats meant for 
dignitaries. After some time the art teacher Kumar Dev stood up and announce, 


UU EP MARS 
SIN QC 
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Honoured guests, Rupakosha will 
{perform the Suchika dance. Learning 
J this unique dance involves extremely 

arduous practice. The great Amrapali 
was the lone performer of this art. A 
Slight mistake can result in profuse 
bleeding from feet. Please enjoy in 
silence this display of ultimate 
concentration of mind and 
balance of body. 
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audience and commenced her dance pq 
IA LX) 


x 


See 


LLNS 
After a forty eight minute electrifying performance 
Rupakosha took a bow. King Ghanandnd put his 
valuable diamond necklace on Rupakosha's neck 


and announced— 


Today | honour 
Rupakosha with 
the title and status 
of the Royal 
Courtesan. 


Now Rupakosha came on stage, greeted the 


RININ 
BEBE X 


Sthulabhadra also saw the enchanting 
dance with rapt attention. He exclaimed— 


The dart has 
hit the mark. 


eaa 


z Aline 


Sthulabhadra also’ presented a bouquet of 
flowers to Rupakosha= 


radiant and divinely 
andsome young 


Stunned by the magnetic personality ot 
Sthulabhadra, Rupakosha looked agape. 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 


you never gave 

an opportunity of 
the gratifying 
experience to 


He is the elder 
son of prime-minister 
Shakadal. As you 
are accomplished in 
dance, he excels in 
playing vina. 


Sthulabhadra to 


was enthralled. 
Great ! Wonderful. 


Duly responding to the applause, Sthulabhadra 
took his seat. Rupakosha presented à bouquet 
and asked with a smile— 


(| When will | be 
honoured with 


Yes, please allow 
the audience to enjoy the 
sweet melodies of your 


enrich the 
festival 


a word. Chanakya said 


| 


thulabhadra just stared at her and did not utter 


Very soon your 
wish will be 
granted. 
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On returning home, Chanakya privately| | Slowly Sthulabhadra and Rupakosha 
informed Shakadal-- came closer. A time came when 
Sthulabhadra spent all his time with 
Rupakosha, staying in her mansion. 


Vishnu, you 
are clever and 
methodical. 


Father! Your 
plan has 


SH A TY 


And then the kinglooked at Shakadal. Not a word 


In Pataliputra lived Vararuchi, an extempore poet. 


Although a scholar, he was conceited and 
cunning. He daily composed 108 couplets in 
Sanskrit in praise of the king. Today also he 
recited and the king exclaimed with joy — 


Splendid! How 


بي ا beautiful!‏ 


KAI > 


V 
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of appreciation there. The king th 


' of praise. This 


ought— 
Prime-minister 
has no words 


N) 


ESE SSN ey 
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m The king also turned his eyes. 
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For so many We 
days | have been j 
reciting new ١ 
verses, the king ff 

has yet to give 


A 


L3 


Sister, if the 
prime-minister 


praises my poetry 
before the king | will 


be rid of my 
poverty. 


My lord, what 
do you loose if 
you just praise 

a scholar ? 


If he is benefited 


‘by my words | will do 


that. 


All the state 
affairs are in Shakadal's 
hands. As long as he 
does not praise me, 
the king cannot give 
a penny even if 
he wants. 


Vipravar ! | 
'Will try to help 
a Brahmin 
scholar. 


Friend, | will give you 
an advise. You should 
please Shakadal's 
wife Lakshmi. She 
is intelligent and 
generous too. 


Come morning Vararuchi recited his verses and 
the king loo 


ked at the prime-minister. Shakadal 
smiled— 
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One day Shakadal thought- 


squandering 
; c state wealth. It 4 
; 5 should be. 


he 


King Nand awaited this. He instructed t 


treasurer— ; 
Give a reward 


of 108 Gold coins 
to the poet. 


stopped. 


TIAL 


WT), 


he asked the king]. Minister, it was you who 
praised him. | would never 
= Vararuchi is being give without your nod. مر‎ 


rewarded thus ? / | 


Sire ! The verses 
Vararuchi recites are 
not composed by him 

but by ancient 


ic 
A Js 


C 


- 
LZ 


Shakadal nodded in affirmation. 


ARYA STHULABHADRA | 


a EE idi 
Next day Vararuchi recited his verse in style. How come my 


When he concluded Shakadal asked— daughters recited | كك‎ 
these very verses 


yesterday. V It is scandalous !' 


| have composed 
ET ? ملب‎ N these just now. 
o else : 


i 
E 
Ew 


This accusation surprised the whole assembly. Vararuchi was also annoyed. Shakadal then called his 
daughter Yaksha from behind the curtain— 5 


Sire, all 
my daughters 
remember these 


verses. 


# All seven daughters of Shakadal were endowed with unique memory-skills. Yaksha memorized anvthing 
that she heard once, the second one when she heard twice, and so on. The seventh memorized all she heard 15 
seven times. That is how they all repeated the verses. 
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out of the assemb 
A scholar and friend and narrated the whole i 
plagiarizing ? 777 sy Hitt 
Are you not Shakadal 
ashamed ? IS E MEO 


cheated 
me. 
| | will take 
à revenge. Æ 


: 
N c 
AM 


Ae : ~ t: ee : (e a 
FOV à TACAS 


B After this insult Vararuchi left Pataliputra. Wandering in many states he returned after three months 
and hatched a conspiracy with some friends. Early in the morning he would go to the banks of the 
Ganges and recite a prayer for goddess Ganga. At this a female hand would emerge from the 
river and toss a red bag in palms of Vararuchi. He would take it claiming it to be a boon from the 
goddess. In presence of witnesses he would open the bag and find 108 gold coins. The display 
‘Bastonished and impressed the people around. Soon news spread around the city and people 

commentec—what if the king stopped giving goid coins to Vararuchi, now mother Ganga is 
pleased with him and gives 108 gold coins every day. 


B King Ghananand also heard this news and asked Shakadal, "Minister, is it possible ? Is it true at 
all ?" 


Shakadal sought two days for investigation. He sent his investigators to find what was going on. 
At nightfall 


some of these detectives, concealed in nearby bushes, watched the banks of the river. Around 
Ẹ midnight they saw a male figure approach the river. It entered the river, came out after some time 
and went towards Vararuchi's cottage. 


BR One of the detectives stealthily entered the river and searched around the point where that figure 
had gone. He found a wooden contraption having a wooden female hand with red bracelets. 
Exploring the wooden rods attache .. «o it, he arrived at the place where Vararuchi used to stand 
Band pray. When he explored further he found a pedal and lever. As soon as he pressed the pedal 
B with his feet, that hand emerged out of water and a red bag was tossed in air. The bag landed 
straight in his outstretched hands. The detective had found the secret. He brought the bag of 
coins to the prime-minister and told him everything. duabus 
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Shakadal went to the king and requested, "Sire you wanted to wit! s Vare.uchi praying to B 
Goddess Ganga, please come along.” di | 
Before dawn the king arrived at the spot with a crowd of people. Everyone was eager to witness § 
the miraculous seen of mother Ganga rewarding Vararuchi with a bag full of gold. 
Vararuchi entered the river and standing in waist deep water started chanting—"Har Har Gange! 
Jai Jai Gange !" f Wr. م‎ 
On concluding, he pressed the pedal of his contraption. A female hand emerged from the river 
but it was empty. 
Vararuchi was stunned, “What happened ? The red bag filled with gold coins did not come out ?” 
He again invoked loudly—“Mother Ganga be pleased. Bless me ! Bless me ! Har Har Gange ! Jai 
Jai Gange !” 8 
Once arain the hand emerged empty. In spite of several tries the bag did not appear. 
Prim. .unister Shakadal approached and said, “O Brahmin ! Here is your bag. Don't get f 

| disheartened if mother Ganga did not bless you a bag of gold. I give you one, here, take it.” 

| Vararuchi looked down with shame. Shakadal revealed the secret and added, "Sire, this bag is 
not a boon from Goddess Ganga. It belongs to Vararuchi. He places it here during the night and 
performs this display in the morning to impress people.” 
The king admonished Vararuchi, “Why did you need such deceit. You are a Brahmin, why defraud 
people.” ; 
Vararuchi looking down left the crowd. The onlookers also cursed him and called him names— 
“Charlatan ! Hypocrite ! Rogue !” Vararuchi at last left the town. 


| But six months later he returned to Pataliputra and started earning his living by teaching children. 


I E 


In due course he became friendly with the house- 


.|maid of the prime-minister— reparations for his 


marriage are in progress. 
Royal throne, umbrella, 
and scepter are being 
made, but all under 


The elder son 
is infatuated 

| with the beauty of 

| Rupakosha. He 

hardly comes 


|/k etaki, what goes on 
atthe prime-minister's 
house these days ? 


D> 
? | 
اك‎ 
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Why so ? "à Sitting in his cottage Vararuchi kept on cooking a | 
What will he | 
do with the 4 
regalia ? 


! Now 
have a weapon 


| don't know. Day | that can't miss. Now) 


and night the 
artisans work in 
the cellars. 


BN 


ML. 


In the morning he d f kids and asked— NS Memorize 
BRE JN 77 : : EERE Sati wh YL hited ^M. this verse and 
i ههه‎ Ms A sing wherever 


{ 
TL 


A b EA 3 
Charming the kids with sweets he I, 
made them memorize the verse. AR SS \ 


What Shakadal will do, knows not the king. 
Kill Nand, he will, and make Shriyak the king. 
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The spies went to the king and reported whole thing— kae 


Sire ! Today this is the hot news in 
every nook and corner of the city. 


All right. Find 
out what goes 
on in the Jse 
of Shakadal. 


Some one makes 
a royal umbrella. 
Others are making a 
throne and a scepter. í 

Oh! also spears some conspiracy. 


and swords. 7: lt appears to be 


The poison of suspicion filled Nand's mind. His eyes turned red with anger when Shakadal 
came and greeted him in the morning. He looked away and his hand reached for the sword 
again and again. Shakadal was aware of the rumours. When he saw Nand's posture he 
guessed it all— 


(X The rumours 
have poisoned jx 


I 


s 


&y i 
I 


À 
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i i He got up, came straight to his house-garden and sat down. In 
dapra e اوو‎ the evening Shriyak* came there. He saw his father's gloomy 
sweat appeared on 1 | م‎ d : 

a 5 


Blinded by 
doubt the king can 
destroy my family 
like fire-and 


What is it, 
father ? Why 


m 


“at YY’ 


After some time Shakadal spoke about the rumours and added— 


Vararuchi has fetched \ ZT 
a terrible conspiracy f a 
against us. The king has 
become suspicious of 
my loyalty. 


E 
mm 9 
"WERE, 


No, son. The 
water flows over 


the head now. The =, 
the king’s anger consume 


suspicion, could #4 the Kalpaka family-tree, 


: ^ m i we ought to make a 
ee destroy our family A ae orifice. 


FX N 


# He was th 
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Shakadal held his hand and explained the 
plan— aia s PER 


Father ! Tell p Son! Not your life; 
me word and | itis my life that can 
would sacrifice extinguish this fire. 


 mylifeat — £:| صن‎ Promise me that Son, the only way 
4 you will execute 
my order. 


7 ail 
P ioc 


to save the family and 
remove the king's 

suspicion is to sacrifice 

my one life. | see no 


Ws. other solution. 
M 
x y 


Y 


Sy 


at all.! | can't 
commit this 


great sin. P 
ab 9 


Shakadal spent the night finishing all his work. In 
the morning, after Samayik and Pratikraman," he 
wentto the temple and worshipped the Jina. Then 
he said his prayer— 


Son, this is no time for 
sentiments. Use your 
common sense. 
Promise me, you Ee ^7 

_ Will do exactly LOU" Prabho! Some great sin of mine has 
2 : come to fruition. It can عط‎ expiated only 
by sacrificing my life. In your presence | 
condone for the sins | have committed 
during this life. Now I renounce all 
four types of food for life. عد‎ 


} | 
Shedding tears, Shriyak put his hand in his 
father’s. After deliberating on the plan they 
entered the house. 


# Parts of Jain meditation. 
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And he left at once for the assembly. On 


—and dismembered his father. Blood gushed out. 
The assembly was filled with sounds of sobbing. 
The king shouted in anger— 


Shriyak ! What 
have you done ? 
You have slain 
your innocent 
father! 4 


7 
J 
7 
= 


YA 


Shriyak placed the bloody sword before the king 
andsaid— [4 Was 


” Sire ! | would not Shakadal 
spare anyone whom really a 
you consider a traitor, 
even if he was 
my father. 
Y 


No, my father was very 
- faithful. But you doubted his 
loyalty. ! killed him because 
you accepted him to 
be a traitor. 


an 
29 


A 


| 


7 3 SS | 
| Shriyak cried bitterly. 


i 
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Nand consoled Shriyak and asked Shriyak told the story— 
CER All that activity was 
for making gifts, umbrella 
and all, to be presented to 
you on the occasion of 
my marria 


Can you tell me 
hat the truth is ? 


ananand repented with -| |King Nand embraced Shriyak to comfort him- 
ing near the dead body 
i Son ! Fate has 


Oh kivhave lost caused this havoc. But 
anextremely ; | now perform the last rites 
e f \ of the prime-minister with 


loyal man because 
of my suspicion. all state honours. 


Prime-minister 
what have you 
N done. Oh my 


t 
h 


faithful 
minister. . . 
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A maid called Champa informed Rupakosha- 


A bad news ! 
Madam ! = 7 Prime-minister 
* Shakadal has 
been killed ! 


5 


| r c Pr | 
22 What 5 ime j 
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When Rupakosha told about the incident 
Sthulabhadra at once left, as he was, without 
even shoes. Kosha ran afte 


Rupakosha also had tears in her eyes. She 
informed Sthulabhadra 


What ? How 
could it happen so 
suddenly ? Was he 
sick ? | was not 
even informed. 


Lord ! Father is 
no more. 


No, Kosha, 
you don't. 
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ARYA STHULABHADRA 
act tas Em O UE کی‎ 


oS a 
EE : 


= = 


Brother, if 
you loose your 
composui . 
who will console / 
and care 


E ze) 
TOLL YF 


[^ WRN 2 
MESE كلت‎ au 


Shriyak and 8 dio: 
T Wied Af. oe 1 Y=] TY 1 1 0 
/ Shriyak ! How _ a y N 


strange are the lf 
ebbs and tides of m 
life, what we E 
thought and: . p 
whathas. `; 


happened?/^ f 


! MM 
Shriyak cried. The two spent some time in silence. 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 


ek 2 E Brother! Seven Sthulabhadra did not speak, he just looked into the eyes 
D yl days have passed. | i : y 
7 : ' of Yaksha. They were filled with gloom. Yaksha continued 


alone and without LUE pe 
food. Please shake Brother ! We 
seven sisters 


had expressed 
our desire of 
becoming 
ascetics to father. 
Now we seek 
permission 


Brother ! 
During his last 
days, father told 
me to celebrate # 
their initiation 


ceremony with 
Na grandeur. 


Getting detached from 
the world my younger sisters 
want to take to the rigorous path 4£) : 
of ascetic discipline and | am still نكر‎ 08 8 55 5 15 6 
1 


) neck-deep in the quagmire of A o Im 


lust. Shame on me. 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 


As if struck by a thunderbolt Sthulabhadra jumped up. 
The gloom on his face»was replaced by radiance. He 
said— 


Sister ! You have 
awaken me. You 


What N 


have rescued the , happened 
M. drowning. < brother ? What 
ا‎ 


T m ioe ES 


he 


said— k 


Brother, the ` 
chief of guards 
has come. 


نے 


ANAY 
| After some time the visitor left. 


King Nand 
conveys that he 
is also grief stricken 
by the demise of the | 
prime-minister. Now 
itis upto you to A 
fill the gap. 


Nothing. Alost ~ 
man has found his 
path. Now! will 
never drift. 


Shriyak got up to greet the visitor. The chief of guards 


king that decision 3 


„can only be taken afte 


the twelve day 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 


| Samaiyam. From today 
- your life style has 
changed. 


~~~ Son, what is there 
W = to think about ? You 

| have all the credentials; 
therefore, | want to make 


A few days later, king's emissary brought another 
call. from. the, king. Wrapping just.a sheet of cloth 
around, Sthulabhadra came to the court and 
greeted the ki 5. Ths king said— 


Son, take 
charge of your 
father’s post 


Sire.! Please 
give me some |$ 
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y^ 
| 


Z i) 


» 


2 S CEANA 
"| Sthulabhadra trembled. 


He thought— ' 


No ! Not at all ! 
| can’t accept this 


No matter how lofty this 
post is, after all a minister 
is just a servant of a king. A 
servant is never free to 
live as he wants. 


Should | accept the ~ 
same post that cost my 
father his life. 


After all this deliberation he said firmly— A 


avava NT Bi 


: سا‎ Sire ! Please 


Jpardon me. Considering E X Lot 
everything | have — 
reached the conclusion 
that | will perform my 


duty as a son. e 


Revered 
one! 
please 
look for an 


کے 


My father wished, “Son ! 


You should become greater 


than me !” Therefore | 
want to comply to 
his wish. 


SAL if 
SAD IN KOS 
SL; SK SX% 5 x 
KORR 


LORIN 


APYA STHULABHADRA 


Sire ! 
Please 
listen to 
me first. 


What do you ؟‎ 
want to say ? 


Sire ! | can never 
surpass him in politics. 
The path of my greatness 
is to renounce the world 
and accept ascetic 
discipline. 


| am sure 
an able son 
like you will 

excel his 


A | 

» — ad 
eese رد‎ 
At these words the king was stunned. 
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ARYA STHULABHADRA 
The whole assembly looked at Sthulabhadra with 


wc Whatdoyou Y. 
mean ? Ascetic 
discipline. ! 
enunciation ! 


i N 
A N 
i Oe: 


the reality of this world. Now 
| will be my own master. | [7 
will renounce the world z 
and get initiated. ZA 
LTE ON 


You will see that on the \ "^ Son! Grief naturally 
! pretext of initiation he will inspires such sentiments. 
١ return to Kosha. Such pleasure Please give a serious thought. 
\ seeker and lustful man and, 


4 — a 2 (9 

/ aW, S, y 

/ Y 
LUNE] 


Sire ! | am firm 
on my decision. | 
will be a disciple of 
Arya Sambhuti 


SNN 
SSE 
Y Brother ! What 
is this ? Please 
don't do this. Dort 


abandon us. | 


ARYA STHULABHADRA 
thulabhadra took leave of everyone 2-7 left for the forest alone. People 
Lkept on whispering— 
ee, he will wander around and 


return. At last he will turn towards 
the mansion of Kosha. 


7 TV, U 1 y ED WAE 

Gurudeva ! | E) Y V Worthy one ! 
Come with a strong "x 
determination. You 


are welcome... 


am filled with 
detachment. Please 


t ulabhadra got initiated by Arya Sambhuti vijaya and commenced his d. 
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Well-adorned Tirthankar Bhagavan with eight divine 
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